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COVENTRY SUPERMARKET DEATH CRASH BUS COMPANY FINED £2.3M 

A bus company that ignored warnings about a driver who crashed into a supermarket, killing two 

people, has been fined £2.3m. Midland Red (South) Ltd admitted health and safety breaches after 

the driver accelerated into a Sainsbury's Supermarket 

in Coventry in 2015. 

The driver from Leamington Spa was found to have 

been driving dangerously at a fact finding trial in 

September. He could not be found guilty as he was 

deemed mentally unfit to stand trial. 

Seven-year-old Rowan Fitzgerald was riding on the top deck and died of a head injury when the bus 

crashed the driver having mistaken the accelerator for the brake. Pedestrian Dora Hancox aged 76 

died after being struck by the bus and a falling lamppost. 

The bus company admitted failings including allowing the driver to work in excess of 70-hours a 

week and allowing him to continue working despite warnings about his driving. A trial of facts in 

September found the driver had been warned about his "erratic" driving by the company after four 

crashes in three years. 

An expert told the court he may have been suffering from undiagnosed dementia at the time of the 

crash. 

The judge said  

"The failings of the company were a significant cause of the crash along with warnings about the 

driver which were not enforced and almost immediately ignored." The driver was handed a two-year 

supervision order meaning he will be monitored by a doctor. 

Phil Medlicott, Managing Director of Midland Red (South) Ltd said 

“The company is deeply sorry and bears the weight of our responsibility for this tragedy. We deeply 

regret the opportunities that were missed to act decisively on emerging warning signs. As a 

consequence the company has made several key changes including stronger controls on working hours 

and more medical testing for drivers. We cannot turn back the clock in this case but we have done 

everything possible to learn lessons he claimed” 

 

LYNDA CHALKER AWARD 

 

Sergeant Rob Heard, founder and chairperson of the Older Drivers Forum, has been presented with 

the 2018 Lynda Chalker Award. Rob has been in the police force for 29 

years and is currently the road safety sergeant for Hampshire and Thames 

Valley Police. He is an advanced police car driver and motorcyclist and 

leads the Hampshire and Thames Valley force’s VIP escort team. He 

instigated the Older Drivers Forum in 2013 following a number of serious 

incidents involving older drivers. After extensive research he saw a real 

need to help and support older drivers to drive safely for longer. Rob is 

also a member of the National Older Drivers Task Force and chairs the 

committee looking at self help and support. The award was presented by Sonya Hurt, chair of Road 

safety GB. The Award presented annually by Road Safety GB recognises an individual or organisation 

that has contributed significantly to road safety in the UK. 
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WHAT DOES THE CLIENT WANT FROM AN ADI 

Some thought from Graham Hooper about clients who go to ADI’s to learn to drive 

 

Some driving instructors could think that their only role is to train someone to pass a test. The 

reasons that they may think that way could be: 

 

They believe that is what the client solely wants; they know their clients have said 

they want to pass as cheaply and quickly as possible; their clients believe they have 

to live up to what their peers have told them and what their parents expect. Some 

driving instructors understand the importance of encouraging their clients to think 

differently and, therefore, might ask: 'How will your life change when you have a 

full driving licence?' 

 

If the clients knew that statistically they only have at best a 50/50 chance of passing their driving 

test each time they take it how would this change their perception? What do they think affects 

their chances of passing? Do they know the statistics of crashes for new drivers? If they knew that 

they are around four times more likely to crash than the average driver, what would they want 

their driving ability to be like once they have passed their test? What would be the consequences to 

them of having a crash? Try getting them to mind map these questions, making them aware of: 

 

Costs, Injuries, Insurance, Points, Fines, Driver Offender Courses, Loss of license, 

Inconvenience. Stress, Worry, Upset etc. 

 

By doing this type of exercise you are helping them take responsibility and raise their awareness. 

 

 

NEW TECHNOLOGY CAN DETECT FROM A GREATER DISTANCE 

 

Official Home Office data shows there were 3,178 fines issued by the Thames Valley Police for the 

use of a hand-held mobile phone while driving in the last year. Some 145 were later cancelled. The 

rest were either paid or remained subject to 

court action. 

 

Now a new piece of technology is being used 

in the Thames Valley Police area is expected 

to see even more drivers caught out who 

deliberately break the law. It is also 

understood that similar equipment is being 

used by Gloucestershire Police 

 

The device is a mobile camera which can see 

what people are doing from up to one 

kilometre away. It can produce clear images and video footage of vehicles and the people inside 

them which means by the time you see the police with the camera they have already seen you - 

and know what you are doing and how fast you are travelling. 

 

There is some good news in all this in so much as across England and Wales there were 56,549 fines 

issued for using a hand-held mobile phone while driving last year. This is down from 86,853, and 

the lowest number recorded since 2011. 
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GREY FLEET REVIEW 

 

Driving for Better Business has just launched its new Grey Fleet Review, looking at the 14 million 

private vehicles used for business on the nation’s roads. The review is an invaluable guide for 

leaders, fleet managers, drivers and policy-makers covering topics such as; 

 

 Examining the viable grey fleet alternatives including the latest  

‘mobility’ policies, 

 Exposing the cost of grey fleet to the environment and to 

businesses’ bottom line, 

 Reporting on how grey fleet drivers often ignore basic vehicle 

safety checks, 

 Revealing how organisations have slashed costs by ditching grey 

fleet,  

 Explaining why grey fleet can be bad for employers and 

employees. 

 

The publication sets out the duty-of-care and liability dangers for organisations running grey fleet 

vehicles without proper policies and checks in place and how employees can be caught out 

financially if they fail to do the sums. It also examines the most effective ways to better manage 

the risk of grey fleet, including a look at how bespoke car clubs and short-term rental can provide a 

tailored solution and explains why ‘cash allowance’ means companies are losing an element of 

control that is vital for monitoring safety, emissions and compliance. 

 

Find a copy of the review https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/latest-uploads/ 

 

 

SAFE TYRES CAMPAIGN 

 

A new campaign has been launched to highlight how safe tyres can minimise the risks faced by 

drivers and their young passengers. 

 

‘Home Safely on Safe Tyres’ has been devised by 

TyreSafe – a charity dedicated to raising awareness of 

the importance of correct tyre maintenance and the 

dangers of defective and illegal tyres. The campaign is 

aimed at ‘parent chauffeurs’ – who by the time their 

child is 20 years are likely to have spent more than 

3,000 hours driving them around – the equivalent of 

125 days non-stop motoring. Figures suggest more than 

25% of parents may be driving with illegal or poorly 

maintained tyres. 

 

With the message ‘You might be up for driving them there – but are your tyres?’ the campaign 

posters, leaflets and animation advise how drivers can carry out general tyre maintenance 

themselves. 

 

TyreSafe is encouraging drivers to ask a tyre professional to ensure the air pressure, condition and 

tread depth are safe and legal. 

 

Traffic Safety Roads  

Graham Feest Consultancy 
68 The Boulevard, Worthing BN13 1LA 
01903 506095 |graham@grahamfeest.com 

www.grahamfeest.com 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/latest-uploads/


5 

 

 

 

NEW TRAFFIC COMMISSIONER - SCOTLAND 

 

A new traffic commissioner for Scotland has been appointed by transport secretary Chris Grayling. 

Claire Gilmore is a lawyer as well as a qualified engineer and is currently the senior investigating 

officer in the office of the Commissioner for Ethical Standards in Public Life in Scotland. 

 

She will take up her new post following the retirement of Joan Aitken in 

February 2019. 

 

Traffic commissioners are responsible for the licensing and regulation of 

bus, coach and goods vehicle operators, and registration of local bus 

services. They can also call operators to a public inquiry to examine 

concerns about vehicle and driver safety and deal with professional 

drivers at conduct hearings. In Scotland, the traffic commissioner has a number of additional 

responsibilities, including for taxi fare scale appeals. 

 

INSURANCE SAVINGS FOR DRIVERS WHO TAKE A CYCLE AWARENESS COURSE 

 

UK drivers could soon earn themselves a discount on their car insurance by taking a cycle awareness 

course, according to the Department for Transport 

(DfT). The plan follows a recent consultation period 

and would be used to promote best practice when 

driving near cyclists and motorcyclists. To qualify for a 

reduction in insurance premiums, motorists would need 

to pass the DfT’s “Bikeability Level 3” course. 

 

This training module is the most advanced of the three 

that are available and concentrates primarily on 

teaching people skills in areas such as passing queueing 

traffic and understanding driver blind spots. 

 

It is believed van and truck drivers would be the prime target for the initiative. 

 

OVERSEAS 

PORTUGAL:  

Road safety bid failing as deaths rise again 
 

The number of people who have died on 
Portuguese roads 
this year is once 
again up on the year 
before. This comes 
following decades of 
advances in road 

safety, which resulted in fatalities dropping 
to a quarter their original number in the 
space of 20 years. With a substantial rise in 
deaths in 2017, the Government said last 
December that it was aiming to build on the 
fact that Portugal is one of the safest 
countries in the world, by making roads safer 
in 2018. Figures released this week for the 

first ten months of the year regretfully show 
an increase in victims. The National Road 
Safety Authority (ANSR) revealed that a total 
of 422 people had lost their lives on national 
roads this year, up from 420 over the same 
period in 2017 and well above the 372 
fatalities recorded in 2016. When taking the 
last 12 months into account dating from 1st  
November 2017 to 31st October 2018 the 
numbers make for even more stark reading, 
with deaths jumping from 493 to 512.There 
were however slight improvements both in 
terms of serious and slight injuries suffered in 
traffic crashes. 
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OVERSEAS (continued) 

IRELAND:  

Road safety chief calls for mobile devices to detect illegal drivers 
 

The head of Ireland's Road Safety Authority 
(RSA), Moya Murdock has called for police 
officers to be equipped with mobile devices 
to detect illegal drivers “in real time” at the 
roadside. Disqualified and unqualified 
motorists are continuing to drive undetected. 
People who engage in that type of behaviour 
are generally non-compliant in all other areas 
of road safety. Officers needed to be 
provided with a mechanism where they could 
check at the road side whether a motorist 

held a valid licence, instead of waiting until 
they returned to the 
station or instead of 
asking someone to bring 
their licence to the 
station. Such mobile 

devices were available but it was a challenge 
to get the commitment and the resourcing to 
roll out handheld devices to the full traffic 
core and Gardaí.  

 

FRANCE:  

Plans to stop drivers from revealing locations of police checks on GPS apps 
 

Authorities in France will soon prevent drivers 
from using GPS navigation 
apps used for sharing 
information with fellow 
motorists about where 
police roadside checks are 

taking place. Community-based GPS 
navigation software apps such as Waze and 
Coyote have come under the spotlight in 

France because drivers are using them to 
share important information about police 
roadside checks. The French police say this is 
affecting counter-terrorism operations, drink 
driving and drugs tests, as well as criminal 
search investigations. As a result a bill has 
been drawn up and will soon be presented to 
the French government that if it becomes law 
will put a stop to Waze users revealing where  

 

BELGIUM:  

Three in four find parking policies 'chaotic' 
 

Three in four Belgians find the country’s 
parking policies “chaotic”, according to the 
findings of a survey by the Touring 
organisation. Some 80% of respondents feel 
the Blue zones, where parking discs are 
compulsory, were not clearly indicated. Only 
8% of drivers polled were highly satisfied with 
the parking places, 22% felt they were poorly 
indicated and 59% felt parking was too 
expensive. Touring, which focuses on road 
safety, mobility and assistance to road users, 

said the Blue parking places should be better 
indicated by painting 
them or the adjoining 
pavements, in blue. There 
were 822 complaints in 
2016 which rose to 944 
last year which, Touring said, was in part 
logical cities have introduced paid parking 
throughout their areas” and there always 
seems to be a lack of clarity in parking 
policies. 

 

GERMANY: 

Experts warn drivers not to rely on technology to keep them out of danger 
 

Inspection experts at Germany's TÜV testing 
agency say it's important 
not to let a car's 
assistance systems 
completely take over 
care of your safety. Even 

with a feature as useful and simple as cruise 
control the experts say there's a risk that 
concentration will reduce as less input is 
asked of the driver. The same goes for lane 

change assistants which give 'one less thing to 
worry about' by making sure drivers stay 
between the lane markers. Drivers should still 
use their car as if driving a model from the 
1980s, and assume no software or hardware 
will keep them safe. That means regularly 
checking the rear view mirrors and glancing 
backwards, and being ready to brake at all 
times. 
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A NEW VISION FOR SAFER ROADS 

The following are the personal views and opinions of its author – Derek Cozens 

Managing Director of Search Techniques Ltd, Member of AIRSO (Association of 

Industrial Road Safety Officers) and part of the UK Road Safety Network.  

 

Introduction 

Workplace safety has been driven by a 

systematic approach to accident prevention 

that has engaged all employees in the safety 

process and there would be great benefit in 

applying the same strategy to safety delivery 

on the roads.  In workplace accident 

investigations, the objective is to learn 

lessons for future accident prevention.  The 

outcome of Investigations may identify a 

requirement for additional safety training, 

PPE (personal protective equipment), health 

monitoring or safety guards to be fitted.  

Unfortunately none of these measures are 

currently adopted to enhance safety on the 

roads.  We have no system to provide regular 

post-test driver road safety training, no PPE 

in the form of a safety kit requirement for UK 

vehicles, no health monitoring regime for 

eyesight testing and the engineering 'safety 

guards' are missing from our roads. 

 

Let's do something new!  

Using technology that is now readily available 

we could transform safety on our roads 

driving down the levels of death and injury. 

• Regular road safety E- training for all 

qualified drivers 

• Regular Eyesight testing for all 

qualified drivers 

• A safety kit for all UK supplied 

vehicles 

• An ' Engineering for Safety' research 

and development program to deliver safer 

roads 

 

Regular road safety E-training for all 

qualified drivers 

Go to any road safety conference and you will 

learn of the need to improve upon driver 

education and vehicle driver behaviour 

towards vulnerable users, pedestrians, 

cyclists and horse riders. The need for 

greater awareness of a whole range of issues, 

for example, seat belt use, 

driver fatigue, transporting children but also 

the need to influence driver behaviour, 

speeding, dangerous driving, mobile phone 

use and intoxication by drink or drugs.  The 

answer is to put in place a regular programme 

of driver road safety e-training courses aimed 

at all the different road user groups, car 

drivers, motorbike riders, etc.  They would 

be designed to update drivers on all new 

concepts such as smart motorways, red X and 

refuges and also include a refresher test to 

ensure knowledge of standard road signs, 

markings and signals. The informative well-

produced presentations would engage the 

public in the road safety process and 

reinforce the key messages. 

 

Regular Eyesight testing for all qualified 

drivers 

Having good eyesight is a vital requirement 

for driving on the road and it is time that 

regular testing became mandatory.  Regular 

eye tests can be helpful in identifying other 

serious health problems and would be of 

benefit to everyone taking part.  A national 

database recording the date of the test linked 

to driver licence number would provide the 

method of monitoring.  An up to date 

screening record could be a requirement for 

insurance provision monitored at the policy 

renewal date.  

 

A safety kit for all UK supplied vehicles 

There is currently no requirement for vehicles 

in the UK to have a safety kit fitted. Hi-vis 

vests, safety triangles and other equipment 

could prevent many of the subsequent 

accidents that occur as a result of a simple 

vehicle breakdown.  With a safety training 

regime in place we could educate drivers in 

best practice in the event of these 

occurrences and prevent the knock-on 

incidents from happening. 

(continued) 
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A NEW VISION FOR SAFER ROADS (continued) 

 

 An ' Engineering for Safety' research and 

development program to deliver safer roads 

Our roads are still being engineered to a rule 

book written in the 1960's, they reflect the 

limitations of technology and understanding 

of safety available at that time.  A lot has 

changed in the intervening period in the type 

of roads, road users and technology available.  

Workplace safety has been driven by the use 

of Risk Assessments that identify the hazards 

and then put in place control measures to 

address them.  It is now time that this 

strategy is applied to road safety by 

identifying underlying problems and fitting 

the 'safety guards' to the roads.  The biggest 

failure of the current engineering regime is 

that it fails to recognise and address the 

many driver error issues that can lead to the 

collisions.  One example of this problem is 

how we mark the roads with just dotted lines 

but with no arrows or directional indication 

on the surfaces.  Many of the horrific 'wrong 

side' and 'wrong way' collisions that occur 

throughout the UK road network could be 

averted if road markings standards included 

directional information.   

Advances in detection technology, led 

lighting and solar power open up some 

exciting possibilities for the creation of cost 

effective accident reduction control 

measures.  By understanding why accidents 

have occurred, we can create electronic 

safety guards that will alert drivers to 

potential hazards on the road ahead, the 

movement of other vehicles and the presence 

on the roads of pedestrians.  Targeted safety 

solutions could be identified to greatly 

reduce accidents that can be applied across 

the road network.  We could operate a design 

initiative to prevent many driver error 

accident scenarios from occurring including 

incidents of vehicles being driven on the 

wrong side of the road, the wrong way down 

dual carriageways, colliding at traffic lights 

or hitting pedestrians at crossings  

 

 

 

A new partnership with the insurance 

industry for road safety improvements 

The insurance industry could play a greater 

role in delivering safety on our roads by 

supporting the introduction of driver road 

safety education and health screening 

(eyesight testing).  A database holding the 

records of education and screening against 

driver licence numbers could be checked by 

insurers during policy renewals ensuring they 

are up to date.  Funding for the road safety 

education scheme, eyesight testing and 

engineering research and development could 

all be centrally funded through the MIB.  The 

MIB is funded by a levy on all the insurance 

companies but ultimately paid for by all 

policy holders. The reduction in the levels of 

accidents from implementation of the safety 

improvements will ultimately see an overall 

reduction in the premiums for policy holders.  

 

Conclusion  

It is time to give our road infrastructure a 

‘safety makeover’ using the latest technology 

available to provide the information and 

warnings that are needed to keep everybody 

safe.  The principle that we provide post-

driving test education only to drivers who 

have committed offences or eyesight tests to 

those who are involved in a collision is 

fundamentally flawed.  We need to put in 

place systems that are proactive not reactive 

with training that can deliver the message 

clearly to all road users  that they are all 

responsible for road safety and that 

everybody has a part to play in delivering  

safety on the roads.  Is there any good reason 

why there is no UK requirement for a road 

safety kit in vehicles when so many other 

European countries have them? The legal 

requirement for vehicle insurance guarantees 

insurance companies an income.  It is time 

that they play a greater role in delivering 

road safety and the responsibility to provide 

insurance cover only to those who are fit and 

able to drive. 

The Author would welcome any views or comments on these thoughts which can be published and 

appropriately assigned  
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PAVEMENT PARKING 

 

Many drivers consider that they are helping traffic flow, as well as providing more protection for 

their vehicle, by parking on the pavement; however it would appear that little thought is given to 

pedestrians by drivers who engage in this practice which often forces those using the footway with 

a push chair into the road. 

 

The government is reviewing the situation and could ban it across 

the rest of the UK. It is as I understand it not permissible to drive 

on the pavement apart from gaining access to property but then 

most would say quite correctly that in order to park in the first 

place in this manner you must have driven on the Pavement. 

 

A survey by YourParkingSpace.co.uk revealed that millions of drivers regularly park on a pavement 

with an estimated three million cars being parked in this way on a daily basis. 

 

Harrison Woods, managing director at YourParkingSpace.co.uk, said:  

 

“Parking splits opinion, none more so than the issue of parking on pavements. In many parts 

of the UK it is still allowed but this could soon change as the government reviews the issue. 

The outcome could affect the parking habits of millions. Parking on a pavement can cause 

real inconvenience to pedestrians but some motorists feel it is their only option. Our advice 

where pavement parking is currently allowed is to always make sure there’s plenty of room 

for pedestrians to get pass and to be aware of people with a pushchair, with a visual 

impairment or in a wheelchair.” 

 

The survey revealed that half of those questioned favour a UK wide pavement parking ban. 

 

 

EYESIGHT TESTING 

 

Drivers’ eyesight has become almost a regular monthly paragraph and pressure to revise the eye 

sight test currently requiring the reading of a number plate at 20m being replaced by a more 

comprehensive regular check by a professional practitioner. 

 

Findings from the latest comprehensive eye tests conducted on over 1,000 

UK residents have revealed that one in five – which equates to 7.6 million 

licence-holders – haven’t had any vision check since reading a number 

plate at 20m when passing their driving test. While only 1% of the public 

failed to read a vehicle registration plate from 20m, two in three were 

found by optometrists to be wearing an incorrect prescription.  
 

Vision Express has been campaigning for changes to sight standards for drivers since 2015 under the 

banner ‘Eye Tests Save Lives’, following Government statistics revealing that around 3,000 road 

casualties each year are down to poor driver vision.  

 

In November, industry regulator AOP reported that 44% of optometrists have examined patients 

who drive with vision that falls below the legal standard. A separate poll, by the DVLA, found that 

50% of motorists were unaware of the minimum sight standards needed for a licence. 
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DAYTIME RUNNING LIGHTS 

 

An RAC Opinion Panel survey of 2,061 motorists* found that more than six in 10 (62%) claimed to 

see other cars and vans driving in dull overcast conditions without any rear lights on, while they 

noted these vehicles did have lights on at the front.  

 

Designed to make cars more visible to other road users in 

daylight conditions, daytime running lights ('DRL') automatically 

switch on when the engine is running and switch off when the 

main headlights are turned on. They are not designed to help 

drivers see where they are going, but are there purely to 

enable other road users to see the vehicle. This is why they are 

considerably dimmer than dipped headlights. However while all new vehicles have to have daytime 

running lights at the front it is not a requirement to fit them at the rear although some 

manufacturers choose to do so.  

 

This appears to be causing confusion and frustration for road users in dull driving conditions as 

many drivers don’t turn on their dipped lights or sidelights, perhaps mistakenly thinking that 

because they have daytime running lights on automatically at the front the same applies to the rear 

lights. It would also seem that many drivers do not know whether the car they drive most 

frequently had daytime running lights or not. Nearly half (47%) stated that their vehicle did not, 

29% said they  had them at the front only, 14% said they had them at both the front and the rear 

but 8% knew they did at the front but were unsure about the rear. 

 

THE ANNUAL PRINCE MICHAEL ROAD SAFETY AWARDS 2018 

 

The prestigious event in December to honour the work in Road Safety saw 

The Institute of Road Traffic Education (IRTE) Delhi, being awarded with 

Premier Award for 2018. 

 

IRTE is a research-based not for profit organisation 

formed in December 1991 by Dr Rohit Baluja who has 

worked with an interdisciplinary group of educationalists, doctors, 

journalists, engineers, ex-servicemen, architects, automobile experts and 

members of the police to improve road safety in India. Since then IRTE has worked in partnership 

with the corporate sector, governments and regulatory bodies by applying evidence-based 

knowledge-sharing programmes in a wide area of traffic management with safety at the core of all 

it does. IRTE has made a major contribution to international road safety especially in India and the 

region. Now the College of Traffic Management forms the hub of all IRTE’s activities. 

 

To read about all the award winners go to http://www.roadsafetyawards.com/news 

 

PACTS CHANGES ADDRESS 

 

The Parliamentary Advisory Council for Transport Safety (PACTS) is relocating on 1st January 2019 to 

 

Buckingham Court  

75-83 Buckingham Gate  

Victoria  

London SW1E 6PD 
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YELLOW BOXES 
 

Currently, only local authorities in London and Cardiff are able 

to enforce yellow box junctions with cameras and issue penalty 

charge notices (PCNs) but many more councils in England and 

Wales would like to be able to use cameras to enforce such 

junctions. The rules are normally enforced by police which 

because of limited resources many believe that camera 

technology is the answer. 

 

The latest research by the RAC has revealed 

eight in ten motorists struggle to get through 

them without stopping and almost half (46%) 

admit they sometimes get stuck in them 

“accidentally.” Among those who claim it is 

difficult to drive through a yellow box 

junction without needing to stop, more than 

three-quarters (78%) think this is very often 

due to poor sequencing of traffic lights. One 

in five (20%) say they are badly designed and 

15% believe they are often used in the wrong 

places. A third (32%) offer the defence for 

their infringement on the fact so many other 

drivers break the rules in this way that it 

forces them to do the same! 

 

Asked whether councils across the country 

should be able to issue PCNs to any driver 

that comes to a standstill in one, more than a 

third (36%) of drivers surveyed thought it was 

a good idea that would help prevent 

congestion at junctions. Another 36% agreed 

they ought to have this power but should 

limit enforcement only to problem junctions. 

A quarter don’t agree with local authorities 

should not have these powers. A majority of 

the 1,990 drivers questioned would like to see 

a softer approach to enforcement if local 

authorities were able to use cameras to issue 

PCNs, with nearly two-thirds saying a warning 

letter should be sent in the first instance, 

followed by a fixed amount PCN for 

subsequent infringements. A fifth want to see 

a lower penalty charge for a first 

infringement but a higher one for subsequent 

offences if caught again say within a 12-

month period. Thirteen per cent claim it 

should be a fixed amount penalty charge 

notice reduced for early payment no matter 

how many times a driver gets caught. 

 

Whilst we need to uphold the rules of the roads is this really the best way forward. 

 

TRAFFEX 

 

Free Registration for TRAFFEX taking place from 2nd to 4th April 2019 

at the NEC Birmingham has opened. For more details go to 

http://www.traffex.com/ 

 

 

 

THEORY TEST COLOURING BOOK 

 

I have recently been sent a copy of a Theory Educational Colouring Book produced and published by 

Academy Publishing Ltd. It has taken the currently very popular 

concept of colouring and turned it into a means by which people 

can educate themselves in a proactive and in particular the 

Highway Code. The book retails at £14.00.  

For further information go to 

 https://www.colouracademybooks.com/shop/ 
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PUBLIC WOULD LIKE HARSHER PENALTIES FOR DRINK DRIVERS 

 

A survey of 2,000 drivers carried out by AlcoSense Breathalysers has shown that when it comes to 

people caught for drinking and driving 80% of UK motorists believe there should be ‘stiffer’ with 

43% of respondents expressing support for a lower or zero tolerance alcohol limit. 

 

 35% of respondents supported fines being calculated as a 

percentage of the driver’s income  

 

 Just under a third said that an ‘interlock’ should be fitted on the 

cars of all motorists convicted of drinking and driving   

 

 Nearly 30% thought the frequency of breath testing by police 

should be increased with random testing being the norm 

 

Other steps to deter drink drivers included the compulsory carrying of a personal breathalyser in 

the car (24%), and a ‘name and shame’ public register of all drink drivers (20%). Two thirds of 

respondents were in favour of reducing the current level of 80mg of alcohol per 100mL of blood.   

 

 

2019 YOUNG DRIVER OF THE YEAR AWARDS 

 

Nominations for the 2019 The Young Driver Road Safety Awards which are sponsored by Road Safety 

Support are being sought in six categories   

 

 New Scheme  

 Education and Training Initiative 

 Partnership Scheme  

 Young Driver Media Campaign 

 Private Sector Initiative  

 Lifetime Achievement Award 

 

FirstCar launched these awards in 2015 to reward the unsung heroes in road safety and to recognise 

the excellent work of road safety professionals in seeking to reduce casualties amongst young 

drivers. The 2019 awards will be presented at the Young Driver Focus conference, at the Royal 

Automobile Club, Pall Mall, London, 1st May 2019. 

 

For more details go to http://www.firstcarmedia.co.uk/young-driver-road-safety-awards 

 

 

THANK YOU SARAH FOR YOUR KIND COMMENTS 

 
Morning Graham 
 
One of the luxuries of working part time is the fact that you can read and digest more.  With that in 
mind I just wished to say what an excellent newsletter you have put together to mark the end of 
2018. 
 
Sarah Sillars 
Former Chief Executive of IAM RoadSmart 
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FREE AT LAST 

 

Monday 17th December 2019 will be one of those dates which will resonate with both residents and 

visitors to Wales as the long awaited toll to cross the Prince of Wales and original Severn Crossing 

were abolished. The abolition of the tolls 

after 52 years came after an 

announcement by the UK Government in 

2017. 

 

The tolls’ removal will save regular 

commuters around £1400 per year and 

provide an estimated annual boost of over 

£100m for the Welsh economy. Businesses 

will also benefit from strengthened links 

between communities ranging from west 

Wales to the south west of England by 

making it easier for consumers and employees to cross the border.  

 

In the coming weeks all signs of the toll booths will be removed 

 

 

TOURIST TAX TO HELP PAY FOR LOCAL INFRASTRUCTURE 

The Highland Council in Scotland has 

announced that it will carry out a public 

consultation on the implementation of 

‘transient visitor levy’ in the New Year. At a 

council meeting last week it was agreed that 

in addition to the council submitting its 

response to the Scottish Government’s review 

on the possible introduction of tourism taxes 

it would highlight its plans to consult on the 

issue of a tourism levy. 

Edinburgh Council has been pushing for a 

tourist tax in Scotland, saying a £1 a night 

bed charge could generate £11m a year for 

the city. Other Scottish councils, including 

Highlands and Aberdeen City, are also keen. 

Edinburgh City Council has also lobbied for 

councils to be given powers to introduce 

tourism taxes. 

The Highland Council said that during its 

public engagement activity last month there 

was support for raising income from tourism, 

including a tourist levy which could support 

local infrastructure, as well as the tourism 

sector itself. 

 

 

SCRAPPAGE SCHEME FOR VANS IN LONDON 

 

Sadiq Khan has announced plans for a £23m scrappage scheme to help micro-businesses prepare for 

London's Ultra Low Emission Zone (ULEZ). The scheme would initially be aimed at helping 

businesses with fewer than 10 employees switch to lower emission vehicles, including electric. City 

Hall said it is planned to be in place ahead of London’s new central London ULEZ which from April 

2019 will charge vehicles that do not meet stricter emission standards. This includes diesel vans 

that do not meet the Euro 6 standard, which will be charged £12.50 a day to drive in central 

London plus as it is understood the current congestions charge. 

 

Funding would be available to scrap vans that do not comply with the new ULEZ standards but are 

driven into the ULEZ zone regularly. 
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SCHOOL CROSSING PATROL SERVICE 

 

Figures obtained via Freedom of Information requests to councils has reveal that there are now 

5,461 council funded school crossing patrols (SCPs) – compared to 7,010 in 2013. Before, however 

we all start jumping up and down, as some have done, it is important to have a balanced view. 

 

The School Crossing Patrol Service, which is 

administered by the local highway authority, 

is not a statutory obligation and it is a matter 

for each to determine whether or not they 

provide the service. Historically most 

authorities did against set criteria to prove 

that a School Crossing Patrol was required.  It 

primary function was and still remains so 

today to assist those children who were 

travelling to school unaccompanied by an 

adult. Having had within my responsibilities 

the School Crossing Patrol Service for a local 

authority, I watched as the number of 

children using the service dropped and 

dropped forcing in a number of instances the 

removal of the site. Despite the emphasis 

there has been for a number of years in 

encouraging walking and in particular 

encouraging children to walk to school it has 

not had the desired effect. Children have 

become car closeted being transported to and 

from school by parents and the need for the 

School Crossing Patrol Service has declined. 

 

However it is fair to say that some local 

authorities have stopped providing the 

service not only due to the lack of children 

needing to cross the road but the need to 

save money and also the difficulty some have 

had in recruiting people to do undertake the 

role. It worth bearing in mind that if a School 

Crossing Patrol is in situ it needs to be 

reliable in a way that parents have 

confidence in their being a person present at 

all times. Alas when the site, for whatever 

reason, becomes unstaffed on a particular 

morning or evening it is of great concern to 

all.  

 

According to the information the largest decline between 2013 and 2018 was in the London borough 

of Hounslow (91% fall), followed by Newcastle-upon-Tyne (89%), Wokingham (80%), North Somerset 

(73%) and East Dunbartonshire (63%). Newcastle City Council said that it reluctantly cut SCP 

numbers from 64 in 2013 to seven, because of government cuts. Meanwhile in Kent, the largest 

education authority in Britain, the council now employs 137 SCPs compared to 258 five years ago – a 

loss of 121. However we must bear in mind that some of the sites would have been taken out as the 

number of children needing to make use of them declined and in some cases the site may now have 

an electrically operated pedestrian crossing. 

 

The research was carried out by the BBC who contacted every local authority with responsibility for 

the service. Two thirds of councils replied with comparable data, meaning the real loss of staff 

‘could be substantially higher’. About 85% of authorities that responded had cut numbers since 

2013 – while only 7% had increased them.  

 

In conclusion we need to admire and appreciate the people who undertake this role often in very 

high risk and challenging locations. 
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SAFER ROADS SAFER VEHICLES SAFER ROAD USERS SAFER SPEEDS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Book now for Bristol https://www.grahamfeest.com/gfc-events/upcoming-events/conference-in-

2019-at-bristol/     Early Bird Discount expires 31st December 2018 
 

Book now for Stirling https://www.grahamfeest.com/gfc-events/upcoming-events/conference-in-

2019-at-stirling/    Early Bird Discount expires 31st January 2019 

 

 

DRIVING FOR WORK GUIDE 

 

The Driving for Work Guide published by Simon Rawlings FAIRSO and 

available through the Graham Feest Consultancy has been updated and can 

be found at; 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/guidance-reference/ 
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 Monday 

11th February 2019 

Bristol 

 Monday 

29th April 2019 

Stirling 

 Monday 

23rd September 2019 

Hull 

 Monday 

3rd June 2019 

Manchester 

 

Monday 

11th November 2019 

Newmarket 

 

Monday 

Date to be announced 

Midlands 
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